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Social Committee                                   Rachel Carr 

 

After the long, unpredictable, erratic, unstable dark 
months of last year, this Spring is literally a breath of 
fresh air.  Everything in nature is changing...promising 
new life and new hope.  As the days get longer and 
temperatures warm, one sees neighbors  engaging in 
outdoor activities and pastimes.                                        

A sense of craving for social contact is felt throughout.  
Thus, your social committee is “chopping at the bit” 
(as our equestrian friends might say) to plan a variety 
of events where all our residents can meet and mingle 
and acquaint ourselves. 

Checkout the outlined box below to see what we’ve 
planned for the months ahead. Prior to each activity, 
more information is provided to you through email 
blasts, website, Facebook posts, and mailbox flyers.  

Garden Club                            Nancy Seitz 

McLendon Hills gardeners have been left to their 
own devices since March 2020, but Mother Nature 
has done her best to keep us entertained. Spring 
lawns greened up on 
schedule, Bradford Pear, 
Dogwood and Tulip trees 
bloomed and leafed out and 
spring daffodils and blue-
bells ushered in azaleas, 
iris and lilies. Even as we 
adjusted to masks in public 
and kept our distance from 
people, we headed outside 
and cozied up to bright 
blossoms and cool shade 
trees through our Sandhills 
summer, yielding only when autumn began its show 
of colored leaves and cool misty mornings. Fall   
camellias, chrysanthemum and pansies decorated 
neighborhood porches and front walks until the   
conifers and hollies of winter took center stage. 
We’ve come full circle and spring is showing off 
again! What a relief to begin planning for the       
seasons to come. Though normal may remain     
elusive, we’re ready to start getting together again. 
How better to begin than with a celebration project 
at the McLendon Hills’ community gathering space! 
The Amenities Committee has secured funding from 
the POA and some resident donors to continue   
improvements to the area around the Pavilion. 
Among these next stages is the planting of shrubs 
and perennials around the building and in the adja-
cent driveway circle. With Garden Club support and 
the help of willing volunteers from around the neigh-
borhood, we can make these new beds our own. 
We hope to be ready by the 
first week of May, but our 
planting party date awaits 
some preliminary landscap-
ing preparations. All Gar-
den Club members and 
anyone else looking for a 
good excuse to get togeth-
er, catch up with friends 
and welcome newer resi-
dents as we all help plant a 
garden, please contact 
Nancy and you’ll get the 
details as they become available! 

SAVE  THE DATE FOR THESE EVENTS  
 
May 1— MHPOA Spring Meeting 
May 8 — Community “Yard Sale” at Sales Office   
area, 7am—Noon 
May 13—Pavilion Planting Day , time TBD 
May 27—Flags display at front entrance 
May 31 — Memorial Day Celebration Dinner at the 
Pavilion, 5:30-7:30 
June 14—Pavilion Flag Pole Dedication Ceremony, 
time TBD 
July 4 — Independence Day Observance Celebration                                           

Submit your ideas or photos for the Summer newsletter  

to Danette Grider, 

Communications Committee Chairperson 

before June 10, 2021 



 

 

                                                                                    
        
         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                              
        

Page 2 of 4 Spring 2021   Clubs and Activities 

 

Primary Points of Contact 

 

Bunco (Evening Group) – Karen Marshall 

 

Bunco (Daytime Group)—Danette Grider 

 

Equestrian Connection — Faith Broulliard 

 

Garden Club — Nancy Seitz 

 

Guys Grub Gang — Peter Dotto 

 

Ladies Book  Club — Rachel Carr 

 

Ladies Lunch Bunch — Louise Ashbridge 

 

Wood Working Club — Matt Holway 

 

Ladies Lunch Bunch                        Louise Ashbridge 

The McLendon Hills Lunch Bunch usually meets on the first Thurs-

day of every month at a wonderful restaurant in our area.  Our last 

Lunch Bunch was a year ago in March 2020.  I know we all miss get-

ting together and hearing what each of us is doing but it hasn’t been 

possible with all of the COVID 19 restrictions.  I am hoping that we 

might be able get together near the end of summer or in the fall.  We 

currently have 45 members on the roster and we were averaging 20 

to 25 in attendance each month.  We recognize new members with a 

meal complements of the treasury. Lunch Bunch is open to all ladies 

of McLendon Hills.   

Equestrian Connection                        Faith Broulliard 

Yippee Ki Yay! The warm weather and vaccines have arrived. It's 

been a long year, are you ready for some horsing around? Let's plan 

a McLendon Hills Equestrian Connection social/meeting at the pavil-

ion once the weather warms up a "bit."  Be on the lookout for a post 

on The Connection FaceBook page. I will be looking for your ideas 

on when and what kind of social you would like. Maybe we can plan 

an event or two before the end of 2021. For all the new equestrians 

and non equestrians in the community, please join the McLendon 

Hills Equestrian Connection FaceBook group if you aren't a member. 

Wood Working Club                                  Matt Holway 

The Mclendon Hills Wood Working Club has been unable to meet for 

over a year.  With Covid19 restrictions beginning to lift, we are look-

ing forward to meeting again.  On a personal note, my son and his 

wife bought a 1965 ranch in Durham that Anne and I are helping to 

renovate.  I have used it as an opportunity to hone some skills and 

buy some cool tools.  It is a lot of work but also a lot of fun.    

Architectural Review Board                                                                              Thom Giangrande 

 McLendon Hills continues to be a popular development.  There are six new homes under construction with one home 
just approved for lot clearing to start soon.  Property improvement projects are also on the rise with eight open pro-
jects.  We expect 2021 to be another busy year. Remember, if you are making major changes, i.e., construction of any 
permanent structures, a home addition, changes to the exterior of your property, or removal of trees over six inches in 
diameter, you need prior ARB approval.  If you are bringing in any heavy equipment, replacing sections of concrete 
driveways, building retaining walls, installing a pool, adding decks or patios, or installing lot drainage systems, you 
need prior ARB approval.   
 
The ARB objective is to review applications for new construction, additions and improvements in a manner that pre-
serves property values and promotes a harmonious relationship among the properties in the community.  We support 
the homeowners who have new projects as well as protecting the interests of the whole POA.  The Covenants and 
ARB Guidelines and Procedures are the governing documents to achieve this objective.   If in doubt whether approv-
al is required for your project, please ask via the "contact us" feature of the McLendon Hills website or contact Thom 
Giangrande at thomas.giangrande@yahoo.com.  The ARB is here to help POA members navigate the processes. 
  

.Amenities Committee                                                                                                  Tom Seitz 

It looks like spring is finally here and with it comes more opportunities to enjoy the amenities area at the dam. Thanks 
to a very generous donation from Georgia Johnson, supplemented by contributions from the POA BOD, we are in the 
process of installing a 24/7 lighted flag pole in the driveway circle. We would welcome further contributions for the pro-
ject. Please make checks out to the McLendon Hills POA and drop them in the POA mailbox at the Amenities Area 
gate. Watch for a dedication ceremony later this year.  The Amenities Committee is joining with the Garden Club to 
plant flowers in the circle around the flagpole. We will be looking for volunteers to help with that part of the project 
when planting time rolls around so stay tuned. See you all at the Pavilion! 

mailto:thomas.giangrande@yahoo.com
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Advantages of Fiber Internet                                                            Johnny Brown 
Fiber internet is soon coming to McLendon Hills.  So how will it benefit Residents?  Fiber broadband is simply using 

fiber optic cable for the connection bridge “last mile” between mainstream internet “backbone” and the customer resi-

dence.  While DSL and cable utilize existing phone and TV infrastructure as the “last mile” connection bridge to transmit 

data as frequency “vibrations” over copper wires, fiber networks transmit data using light over specialized cables 

packed with glass fibers. Fiber broadband is the fastest method of delivering high-speed internet to residences.   

The biggest bottleneck in home connectivity is presently the internet connection, and as we add more uses for it — 

like video and TV streaming, gaming, and a myriad of the best smart home devices — we will need faster connections 

with more data capacity.  We are getting just under “gigabit speed” — short for one billion bits per second — in our new 

McLendon Hills fiber network.  

 

The other major benefit of fiber is that download speeds are matched with similar upload speeds. Traditionally with oth-

er internet infrastructure, you will get a much slower speed for uploading in comparison to downloading. This is exem-

plified in watching a 5-minute YouTube video in roughly five minutes but to upload that same amount of footage could 

take over an hour. Fiber provides symmetrical upload and download speeds (i.e. the same). What can Fiber provide? 

Increased Reliability: Not prone to weather outages. System is on battery backup. 

Faster Speeds: Gigabit per second (Can stream over 30 4-K movies at once without buffering) 

New Level of Entertainment: Streaming video without buffering (no more dreaded spinning circle) when you 

watch Netflix, Hulu, or other video services; online gaming; multiple users, no need to ration computer time, 

you can have it All. 

Enhanced Security and Peace of Mind: Real time backup of computers (save those beloved videos and pic-

tures), modern home security with true real time monitoring. 

Internet of (Medical) Things: Remote monitoring of patients helping to maintain an independent lifestyle (Fit Bits, 

Medical Teleconference, Cameras, Phone Apps, Virtual Assistants, Robot Assistants, Safety devices). 

Future Ready:  Fiber can go much faster than gigabit once other technology catches up.  World record over exist-
ing fiber is 178,000 gigabits per second. 

Work from Home: Real time teleconference calls, while doing a net search and running company cloud software, 
all at the same time, while the someone else streams TV and kids or grandkids are gaming.  No Problem! 

Better Mobile Coverage: If you have spotty mobile device coverage in your house, you can use a wireless router 

and Wi-Fi calling on most modern mobile phones and tablets to enhance your coverage. 

Increase Property Value: According to FTTH Council, recent studies found gigabit fiber residences boosts home 

values about 3.1%. (Additional studies done by University of Colorado, Boulder and Carnegie Melon University 

also supported this percentage increase)  

         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Real Estate News                       Cristy Hunt 

We would like to welcome several new property owners: 

Trevor T. from Ohio (Lot 181) 

Bob and Sarah M. from CA (Lot 110) 

Chris and Maureen O. from VA (Lot 130) 

Dave and Beth S. from VA (Lot 340) 

Michael and Elizabeth H. from CO (Lot 119) 

Mark and Vicki A. from CA (Lot 187) 

Caleb and Lora B. from NC (Lot 190) 

If you are considering relocating and selling your home, call or stop by our sales                                  

office to inquire about how we can help market your property to sell.                                                      

Also, be sure and check out our special feature in the current Spring issue of Ideal Living Magazine! 

“We recently purchased a wonderful lot in 
McLendon Hills.  Cristy was our buyer’s 
agent, and her help was fantastic. She has 
comprehensive knowledge of the area and 
was able to match us with the right property.  
She also linked us into building planning 
resources. Her help was invaluable.”   

Michael H. 
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Spring in McLendon Hills 


